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New  Brunswicks's  "Honest"  Inspectors 

ROTTEN.     '^      '""  "'  ^"^  Brunswick  has  been  and  is  now 

Brun';wiek?'°';);'e'7o"b."ff";he?e"s''  "  "'"''""">'  "  '"  '^" 
a.  ;be"!nviSli  'of'rh'e^'^JcJJi-  °<;,r"-  ^^'■"<'J™n,  office 

years  as  chief  inspector  for  th"^  prov  „?|  '^  ^°"°^'"«^  ^°"^ 

and  WilLn  were  anderstoii %ri?"  °^  ^'•'.°"   ^^at  Russell 
nation   of  j7w7llard   Smhh^^^^  *^  *^«  ^"«t'- 

then   that  Russell  disDlaT^H   hu'' fi'^*'(^''''    resulted.     It   was 
and  Wilson  was  removed   "^  ^"'  ^°"«^'^'  ^^«""«   hand 

St.  John"  L^e^AlbertT  w"'/'rM^^°*l^"^  ^"^  settlcJ  in 

ported  live  y.    McAinsh  u^ity^A  tu  ;[*•    T"«  biting  is  re- 

command  of  thflali  Lieut  Col  F  V^  w'SS'^l'"*  ""^*^^  »*•« 
regiment  while  it  was  stationed  in  ^^'t^^'*?"''"'""-  I"  ^^is 
Ainsh  became  a  cook  '***'°"^^  '"  ^t.  John  for  training.  Mc- 

thI'deT:r!"m't';"ef;.et  ^ndHan^a'^'T^'- 55^^'-^  -"*  into 
the  kitchen  of  X  regiment"s  br,?ckr'^H  bread  knife  at 
and  confined  in  ^olitar/confinemenfTr."     ^t  "^^^   disarmed 

the  po°'c?Torce'of  tt'te  'T  "'"^^f-  ^^^'^  -"^  Joined 
for  r%orted  commun  ngtfth  hls'oMVitnr^^^  duty\here 
Barelycorn.  He  then  we1,t  tfth^'^G  ^nt^^a;S'H^o"L^^H^?,^^      ii' 


St.  John,  now  defunct,  and  was  a  watchman  there  for  a  tew 
weeks.  Following  this  he  became  a  dominion  policeman.  / 
I'ew  months  of  this  and  he  became  a  booze  hound.  For  thre 
years  he  was  a  booze  hound,  and,  although  he  was  open  in 
his  seeking  of  graft  and  in  fact  in  bootlegging  himself,  he  wa<> 
retained  in  the  service  by  Wilson  for  the  very  simple  reason 
that  he  knew  too  much. 

He  would  be  staggering  on  the  street  under  the  influence 
of  liquor  and  met  with  many  mishaps  when  drunk.  On  one 
occasion  he  was  announced  as  coniined  to  his  home  by  illness. 
He  was  ill,  but  it  was  due  to  drinking  booze.  Another  occa- 
sion he  fell  while  drunk  ard  sprained  an  ankle.  Another  time 
he  was  driving  in  a  carriage  at  Moosepath  park  and  being 
so  drunk  le  could  not  manipulate  his  body,  fell  out  of  the 
carriage  and  damaged  his  collarbone. 

McAinsh  was  driving  during  his  tliree  years  as  inspecto'  at 
the  unfortunate  men  who  ui  !er  the  influence  of  liquor  car- 
ried bottles  partly  or  wholly  filled  with  the  poisonous  mix- 
tures labeled  with  fictitious  gin  and  whiskey  labels. 

There  were  instances  in  which  McAinsh  was  accused  of  plac- 
ing in  the  clothing  of  helpless  drunks,  bottles  containing 
I'quor  and  the  men  would  be  fined  $200.  The  inspector  would 
jring  the  drunk  to  the  police  statron  and  then  pretending  it 
was  his  first  search,  would  frisk  the  drunk  and  "find"  the 
bottle  in  each  case.  And  the  singular  phase  was  McAinsh 
had  been  drinking  from  the  bottle  himself  and  it  would  be 
the  bottle  he  carried  himself  that  wou.d  be  alleged  to  be  the 
drunk's. 

In  consequence  of  the  activity  of  this  man,  many  men  were 
fined  $200  who  should  .lave  been  fined  only  $8.  The  wives  of 
the  men  fined  would  be  compelled  to  beg,  borrow  or  steal 
the  amount  of  the  fine.  The  families  would  be  forced  to 
mortgage  their  lives  for  a  year  before  the  debt  would  be 
retrieved.  McAinsh  drove  toi  three  years  at  the  men  who 
drink  the  stuff  the  poison  peddlers  sell  for  five  and  six  dollars. 
How  many  bootlegfc,ers  did  McAinsh  arrest?  Mighty  few  and 
in  the  last  year  of  hi.  service  as  a  hooze  hound,  he  did  not 
arrest  more  than  three  recognized  leggers. 

McAinsh  would  prey  on  the  railroad  station  and  when  he 
saw  men  get  of?  the  trains  under  the  influence  of  liquor  he 
would  arrest  them  and  conduct  a  search.  At  the  outset  of  pro- 
hibition there  were  many  men  traveling  from  the  New  Eng- 
land states  who  did  not  know  of  the  prohibitory  law  beihg 
in   force   in    New    Brunswick.     These   men   would   fall   easy 


•    # 


victims  to  the  cupidity  of  the  notorious  i.idpector.  Men  going 
home  to  New  Brunswick,  Prince  Edward  Island  and  Nova 
Scotia  for  vacations  in  tlie  summer  and  at  Christmas  period, 
would  fall  into  the  clutches  of  McAinsh  when  tli' y  chan<jed 
trains  at  St.  John.  There  were  cases  of  men  en  route  to  ♦..eir 
families  witi  several  hundred  dollars  in  savings  from  Upper 
Canada  and  the  United  States  who  would  be  jugged  by  Mc- 
Ainsh and  fined  $200.  The  heavy  fine  would  consume  most 
of  their  savings  anu  in  many  instances  there  would  be  little 
moie  than  a  few  dollars  left.  In  other  cases  the  men  would 
not  have  $200  and  all  they  had  was  taken  or  they  remained 
m  jail  for  several  months  before  they  were  liberated. 

There  was  one  man  from  Boston  who  was  enroute  to 
Moncton  to  spenc*  Christmas  with  his  parents-  He  brought 
a  bottle  with  him  and  had  a  few  drinks  en  route.  When 
he  landed  in  St.  John  and  changed  trains  the  ever  present 
M~Ainsh  was  in  the  ofHng  and  arrested  the  man.  A  bottle 
of  whiskey  was  found  on  the  stranger  and  he  was  fined 
$200.  Instead  of  being  with  his  family  he  was  forced  t- 
spend  the  Yuletide  in  jail.  He  had  $100,  but  was  not  will- 
ing to  pay  this  out  and  be  stranded. 

McAinsh  was  in  the  Hotel  Edward,  King  Square,  S*.  John, 
one  night,  as  for  certain  reasons  he  made  this  hos.elry  a 
hangout  A  friend  entered  and  after  a  whispered  consul- 
tation McAinsh  disappeared  and  returned  with  a  bottle  of  the 
so-called  whiskey,  which  he  passed  over  to  the  friend  for  hve 
dollars.  On  nnother  occasion  he  bought  a  bottle  for  a 
woman  at  the  s^me  hotel. 

McAinsh  was  one  of  the  central  figures  of  a  wild  ride  of 
bootleggers  to  Fredericton  for  a  series  of  horse  races.  A 
number  of  bootleggers  had "  McAinsh  as  t!^eir  guest.  The 
party  started  ir  a  car  f.om  St.  John  owned  by  Kid  Dryden. 
The  evil  spirits  were  in  good  spirits  that  day  and  in  con- 
sequence the  members  of  the  party  wtre  drunk  before  they 
reached  Fredenctcn.  In  fact,  McAinsh  was  so  drunk  the 
other  members  of  the  party  were  forced  to  tote  him  into  a 
hotel  and  drop  him  on  a  bed  there. 

Althou~h  McA'lnsh  was  as  raw  as  beef  on  the  hoof  in  his 
actions,  i.s  held  hi.,  position  until  just  before  Wilson  was 
'iO  remove  himself  from  the  office  of  chief  inspetor.  Six 
months  previou  ,  Wilson  announced  McAinsh  had  "resigned  " 
But  McAinsh  was  angry  over  this  announcement  and   there 

w*\      1.  ^*   ^°"'^   °P*"   "P  ^"^  *^"  »'^   he  knew.     So 

McAmsh  was  retained  a>i''  among  other  places  visited  Wood- 


stock.  He  arrested  Councillor  Harley  Hannah  there  for  car- 
rying a  bundle  of  newspapers  and  an  alarm  clock.  There 
was  an  altercation  and  MtAinsh  who  was  very  familiar  with 
whiskey  punches  unhooked  a  fist  pundi  that  discolored  one 
ot  Hannah  s  eyes. 

Hannah  was  lodged  in  the  Woodstock  police  station.  Fol- 
lowing the  arrest,  a  hostile  crowd  of  citizens  gathered  out- 
side of  tSe  Carlisle  hotel  at  which  McAinsh  was  receiving 
his  three  meals  and  roo»7i  at  the  expcn.se  of  the  province. 
I  he  crowd  which  included  the  mayor  and  chief  of  police  as 
well  as  the  town  manager,  invited  McAinsh  to  appear  in 
front  of  the  hotel  and  deliver  a  speech.  Not  caring  for  the 
nomination,  McAinsh  remained  inside  and  was  likely  under 
the  hed  in  his  room.  And  also  likely  he  was  shaking  so 
much  he  resembled  a  jelly  dancer  or  one  that  was  shaking 
for  the  drinks.  * 

The  members  of  the  crowd  after  inviting  McAinsh  to  ap- 
pear and  receiving  no  response  to  the  kind  invitation  started 
to  hurl  ground  fruit  and  County  Cavan  Confetti.  Some  of 
the  missiles  went  through  the  windows  of  the  hotel,  and  the 
manager  objected.  After  some  argument  the  crowd  dis- 
persed. McAinsh  accuses  the  mayor  i.nd  town  manager  as 
well  as  the  chief  of  police  of  the  northern  New  Brunswick 
town  of  shouting  such  invitations  as  "Bring  him  out  till 
we  lynch  him"  and  "Murder  him,  boys."  McAinsh  remained 
indoors  all  that  night  and  awoke  early  the  following  a.  m 
Ihe  morning  tram  carried  him  out  of  Woodstock  and  he 
heaved  a  sigh  ot  relief  just  as  a  citizen  of  Wo-.dstock  heaved 
a  street  peach.  The  unsatisfactory  part  of  r  iet  peaches  is 
they  are  all  stone. 

When  Wilson  "resigned"  he  announced  McAinsh  was  no 
longer  an  inspector,  he  having  been  asked  for  his  resigna- 
tion a  month  previous.  And  Wilson  said  McAinsh  had  not 
been  asked  for  his  badge.  What  an  odd  state  of  affairs? 
And  why  all  the  secrecy  about  this  man? 

McAinsh  IS  reported  to  have  sent  to  Scotland  his  wife 
and  children  in   preparation   for  the  return  of  himself      He 

;;;J?*kL  ♦^"i  ^'*  "^'^"^  ^^^  inherited  a  legacy.    But  it  was  he 
who  had  the  legacy,  and  the  legacy  was  from  leggers.     It 
^reported   McAinsh   sent   to   his   wife  $5,000   in   one   year 
W  hich  is  quite  fair  for  a  man  receiving  $1,500  salary      It  is 
also  stated  he  has  had  about  $5,000  in   banks   in   St.   John 
t^e  money  deposited  since  he  became  a  booze  hound  in  NeW 


Boolleggeri.  are  open  in  stating  they  bribed  McAin»h  Or 
rathe-  that  he  he?  them  up  for  the  bribes.  And  it  was  hard 
\V  a"-  1-  •''^""  bootlegger  to  escanc  being  levied  on  by 
McAinsh  Arrest  faced  the  delinciuent  and  consequently 
few  of  them  failed  to  come  forth  with  the  amount  asked 

rJi  b  .**e"y field  Cam  from  England  a  few  years  ago  and 
settled  in  Moncton.  where  he  was  a  booze  hound.  Moncton 
became  somewiiat  warm  for  him  and  he  was  transferred 
to  M.  John.  He  was  an  inspector  in  St.  John  ah-yt  a  year 
and  was  transfer,  1  to  St.  Stephen  in  the  wa-  .  '  days  of 
the  V\ilson  adnumstratjon  of  the  prohibitory  lat 

It  IS  told  of  Merryficld  that  he  frustrated  a  attempt  of 
Inspectors  Robert  McAmsh  and  Charles  Kerr  to  double 
cross  Jn  -  ,n  the  collection  of  graft  from  the  bootleggtnc 
fraternu  m  St  John,  One  day  Merryfield  discovered  f 
dive  on  Long  Wharf  directed  by  two  Bulgarians,  on  which  he 
had  not  been  collecting.     He  seized  a  bottle  of  the  ro-called 

J^^^'L^^u*  I!®?**  ?"  ^^^  <=°""»«''  of  the  "soft  beer"  store 
and  told  the  Bulgarian  partner,  who  was  in  the  shop,  to 
appear  in  the  police    ourt  in  the  morning. 

After  the  raid  tl  partner  went  out  post  haste  and  in- 
formed his  associa.c  m  the  "business"  of  the  unexpected 
episode  in  the-r  bootlegging  careers.  Steve  Prekovich,  who 
IS  now  serving  three  years  in  the  penitentiary  for  theft  of 
A-n\''"/t'  »"°^'*^  P«ko  -h  tried  fo  ristle  up  Mc- 
Ainsh and  Kerr  to  whom  he  ii  lid  to  ha- e  been  slipping 
graft  weekly  but  found  both  i.  ,ector«  were  in  McAdam 
Junction  and  were  expected  back  soon  after  noon.  He 
waited  for  them  at  the  station  and  on  their  arrival  explained 
the  sit.iation  as  related  to  him  by  his  partner  who  could 
not  spe.k  English  as  well  as  Steve,  and'^had  not^he  'W 
ness     acumen  of  the  redoubtable  Steve. 

According   to    Prekovich,    McAinsh    told    him    "That's    all 

li^c A 'n  'k ^  ^^  iJ^**  ^1'  "f *'*•"  That  afternoon,  evidently 
McAinsh  and  Kerr  slipped  Merryfield  the  graft  ind  in  turn 
Merryfield  subrtituted  a  harmless  liquid  in  the  bott"c  for 
the  prohibition  whiskey  composed  of  alcohol,   coloring  and 

Bulgars  and  the   case   was  dropped. 

At  the  "beer  shop"  of  O'Brien  and  Kelly  on  Main  street 
opposite  Long  Wharf,  a  man  is  said  to  have  entered  and  asked  one 
°^  t»»«  oy^nejs  the  followin-  question:  "How  do  you  get  away 

Tnl^xir*^  fi^"/*'"  '■'^P'y  **^«  P»^*"«^  answered.  "VVe  don't 
pay  Merryfield  $300  a  month  for  nothing." 


Ko^f**"^  5^'  .''•''  ^McAinsh,  was  especially  efficacious  in 
hoisting  drunks  who  had  bottles  on  their  persons  Like 
Jh^  wli^*  sought  the  unfortunates  who  drank  the  stuff 
the  bootleggers  made  and  sold.  In  the  meanwhile  the 
ho'nlVn  r'^P^^u  "'^^^  ••"  °^d  cases,  when  Merryfield 
u^^u  i^°^^  ^^°  ^«''«  '"  af-ea"  in  slipping  the  graft  or 
who  had  come   under  the   displeasure  of  the   chief  lee«M 

t^oJZ  S'ng'CVrT'^'^  ^"  ^^^^°-  '^^^'y  *-  ^^^^^ 

tab^M--^^^^^^^ 

two  dozen   cars   crossed  daily  from  St.   Stephen   and   Mm' 

l°Z  s"  JohT  .ri^i'J'T"  '•>  """=•  B°»''"Kg°"  went 
irom  at.  John   to   St.   Stephen  m  cars  and  via  the  rail-oad 

MeTr^fiell  f?°"  ht"e  '"=!"•  *^'"c  "!?»  were'  known  to 
Merrytjeld  from  his  experience  :n  St.  John  as  bootleffirer* 
were   unmolested   and   came   into    St.    Stephen   opeSySith 

thT*u\  V  ^^'  "°*  ""*"  after  Merryfield  w?s  removed 
that  the  first  seizure  was  made  at  St.  Steohen  from  S  TnJ„ 
of  booze  and  the  arrest  ordered  of  St  John  leggers  "^The 
^ggers  in  question  were  Fred  Carvell  and  Edwafd  McNulty 
evade  caoturr'Thrfi^"'*'"""'^  '"  ^f"  J°^"  while  trying"  t^ 
neis•^e8umed.  ^""  ^"""^  "^'^^  P"'^  *"^  the  «'fusi- 

w^JlT  t!^r5'^Tr^  Merryfield  started  talking  of  what 
would    happen    if    he    were    not   looked   after      The   rMt.lt 

'wiT^ton    MeJl'fi"-,.^*    *^^   instance"o?  ex^l'nVe"  o 
vv.    u.    Wilson,   Merryfield   was  appointed  to  a   nneitir.n    ;« 
the  customs  service  in  St.  John  through  Hon.  YwwiR- 

PotirTlt^l'olTZ.*'^\r"''^^'^  *'  position  toj^'fs 
overseas  in  th;r»„?j-    *'"■  '  "''f  .'°  support,  who  ierved 
overseas  m  the  t-anadian  army  and  had  his  SDine  shatt»r»H 
Porter  receives  the  munificent  sum  of  Ite  m/II,Tifi  "^""^^■ 
on   which   he   must   maintain    a   home.*   uT  anv  "^S 

P^!=t^^S  '^^i:  Tj^r>  ^='-  ^«  ^'O  "  - 

the'^'iof  t':e'"ga„flS«'sl?ouTf  h^Sl  ffl  "'^r   '='■"'•"' 


I 


The  news  that  Merryfield  had  receive^  a  job  in  the 
customs  service  in  St.  John  staggered  most  of  the  residents. 
f.oJ   5r    T"""^  starving  for  lack  of  work  and  Merryfield  out 

havT  a^n!  tn  =.°qI^  f  I''''  y«a"  lands  a  plum  thit  should 
nave  gone  to  a  St.  John  man.     It  was  a  rank  injustice  to 

.'S%nT"ryfiiidT/ob.'''"'''"  '"  '•■  '"*"'  -"'""^  '■-««'-' 

lo*^"  ?y"'^0P|«'ns  formerly  an  inspector  in  St.  John  and 
Uter  transferred  to  Moncton.  asked  John  Wilfred  Mahoney 
W.C  rhJff  T?9y^^  as  an  investigator  under  Hopkins,  who 
F«nt    n  '^''^"*'*  »nspector,  to  get  three  convictions  against 

months  in' o^r'n/r  .^'■""'''-  '*•;"*  bootlegger,  within  three 
months,  in  order  to  permit  of  a  sentence  of  two  years  in 
the  penitentiary  or  jail.  However,  Mahoney  refused  tS 
present  more  than  one  charge  in  the  three  months  The 
reason  for  Hopkins  seeking  to  "get"  Doran  for  a  two  yea? 

Cogge?"an5  S?  an"' V^  *''  t'^\  ^"'"'^^  between  Tho^ma 

^J^n^oT  FHo^:^'''''  '  ''''^'  °^  ''^  Canadiaf  g;;:^ 
But  the  chief  proof  that  Hopkins  was  bought  off  bv 
Cogger  IS  shown  by  the  disappearance  of  a  bund  e  of  re^ 
ports  from  the  possession  of  Hopkins  and  the  apDearance 
of  the  reports  in  the  possession  of  Cogger  etal  Mahonev 
was  engaged  by  Hopkins  to  act  as  an  "invesUgator"  wi?h 
iii'a^shoTtime'*  '*''°"'^'  "°"''  >^  appointed ^an'Tn'spe^tor 
Each  day  it  was  the  custom  of  Mahoney  to  sleuth  about 
and   acquire   evidence   and    information   against   bootleggers 

whn.«"'.°ni\'^'  ^"'  ^^.'■^•"S  *^'«  way  until  he  becamra 
witness  and  his  connection  with  the  prohibition  enforciT 
ment  department  became  exposed.  He  had  acauir^d  laV 
uable    information    by    following    bootleggers    and    daHv    t 

7:rtJ  Xlvl  t'  -^'-^-s  »^ni  the^fnformaMon^t^  un! 
Tfl  ifu*^*^^  *^*  reports  to  Hopkins  and  at  the  close 

of  a  month  there  were  about  thirty  of  the  reports  all  wrh?fn 
in  hand  and  in  oblong  sheets  of  paper.  " 

There  were  about  fifty  sheets  of  paper  in  the  bundle  Th« 
reports  dealt  effectively  and  generally  with  the  aciivilies 
of  Thomas  Cogger  and  his  associates  including  E^n  Dohe?tv 

ll  Co..ir •*'  1,^"^°"'^  .^"'^  °*  '^^  "«^b"  ^"cars  used 
fcy. Cogger   m    his    operations    and    the    names    of   the    men 


who  usually  drove  the  car«      w-  .      . 

bers  as  well  as  some  of  t"e  c^rl  ^tLI^'  ''""f*  »*«  «««- 

all  including  a  truck.  ^"''^*  ^^'■e  ^o"*"  cars  in 

Coggel'^etTof  h^s''Sres''f°'  "^'^  --ufacturing  by 
nail  factory  brook  on  ?h^  r«M  °^  Poisonous  stuflF  nca?  thj 
the  Cogger%mXes%ett4  w^^^^^  He  told  of 

eell^Vti^e^-hrr^SS^^^^^^^^^^  of  Cogger 

tilled"  at  a  cost  of  ^boSt  fi^  ee„  '  ^^?      k'  ^^*^  were  "dis? 
the  consumer  at  five  and  siJ^rSJ     *\*  ^°"'«  and  sold  to 

Mahoney  told  of  knSwW  fhlT  ""  ''o"^^- 
quantity  of  the   a  leged   'ifiuor''  ^on"  h"  °^  ?  considerable 
the  rear  of  the  storfoccuo  ed  hv  t.,^*^*"^^^*^*   square    in 
father,  John  Cogger     Of  the  thir^,  ^°"l*'   ^o««"  and  his 
information  reflected  oW  Thn^ll^  ""^^^^^  two-thirds  of  the 

Suddenly  the  reports  came ^ntothf^  ""^  >'^  associates 
and  were  in  his  safe.  oX  a  few  nf  S?"^?«»°n  of  Cogger 
leggers  were  aware  of  the  presence  of  *.k""«'^^^'"«  boot- 
possession  of  Hopkins  or  of  the  exi.t  J^''  'Pl'^^  'n  the 
The  news  reached  ears  anrf  *hl  v  *^'^*?nce  of  the  reports 
Pfarance  of  the  bundle  of  the  rep JJts'\n1i^VJ"«^  °"  *^«  ^isap-' 
the  hands  of  Cogger  created  coJste'^?/^  the.r  appearance  in 

4P  ^^r^l'^L^^tZ  l!  tV'^r,  of   the   missing 
gation  on  th  s  subject    ih,  r.o^'./     "  '''?'"  '»'■  >"  investi- 

2'  'Je  reports,  according  to  one  version^? '.i''  *"  •""  "  '"« 

a^bulJ?  bSe,'°;em"LSf?3t°e"to">,'e''''T.""  -»«'. 
»lnd\°„"%^-^r'TS  """>-"  ••T^.rr'Xo'S^ 
saw '-rr  ""  «""•"' °n  a  st«e?'ca'r'"'' J"'"..""?:'''''';  P<«- 

aeJir2rthr;v^s^''£5"'«^??n^"'°ffi^^^^ 

-b-e  on  Dorchester  -'e-ersrjSH^-^i'nVl-ln^'X'l 


is  a  house  of  prostitution  located  now  on  the  Golden  Grove 
road  and  formerly  in  the  Loch  Lomond  road  near  Silver 
rails. 

There  was  no  investigation  ordered  by  Wilson  and  Hop- 
kms  escaped  some  very  unpleasant  disclosures.  Wilson  sure- 
ly did  protect  his  favorite  from  the  iron  hand  of  the 
public.  Only  three  persons  knew  of  the  existence  of  the 
reports,  namely,  Mahoney  himself.  Inspector  Hopkins  and 
Uiief  Inspector  Wilson.  Perhaps  it  was  that  Wilson  and 
Hopkins   were   working   together   in    the    question. 

Robert  Walker,  teamster  for  the  York  bakery  of  St. 
John,  states  he  was  visited  by  Hopkins  during  the  time 
Hopkins  was  chief  inspector  for  the  St  John  district  and 
questioned  if  he  were  the  man  who  advertised  in  one  of 
the  M.  John  papers  his  desire  to  sell  or  trade  a  farm. 
Walker  replied  in  the  affirmative  and  then  Hopkins  stated 
he  wanted  to  dispose  of  a  house  and  lot  he  owned  in  East 
bt.  John  and  would  consider  trading  the  house  and  lot  for 
the  farm  owned  by  Walker. 

Walker  says  Hopkins  wanted  to  close  the  trade  at  once 
but  the  driver  of  the  bakery  wagon,  demurred  and  asked 
time  to  thmk  the  trade  over.  The  same  day  Walker  says 
he  investigated  and  found  the  house  and  lot  Hopkins  claimed 
to  own  without  encumbrance  of  any  sort  was  mortgaged  to 
within  a  few  hundred  dollars  or  the  value  of  the  property 

bmce  he  came  to  St.  John  from  England  about  ten  years 
ago  Hopkins  has  been  a  city  policeman,  a  Canadian  Pacific 
Kailway  pohceman  in  St.  John,  Montreal  and  McAdam  Junc- 
tion and  then  an  inspector.  Why  did  he  quit  the  C  P  R 
police  to  accept  a  job  as  prohibitory  inspector  which  he  was 
wejl   aware   was   not   a  permanent   position,   and   the   salary 

.u  .u  was  not  much  more  than  that  of  his  police  job 
with  the  C.  P.  R.?  That  question  seems  to  be  a  logical 
one  and  incidentally  seems  to  call  foj  considerable  thought 
before  answering.  * 

When  on  the  Manawagonish  road  one  night  in  a  Chevro- 
let car  that  was  as  decrepit  and  battered  as  an  octogenarian 
after  a  brawl  Hopkins  was  advised  to  block  the  road  not 
^r  from  Fairville.  as  a  big  car  resembling  one  owned  by 
Thomas  Cogger  and  painted  blue  came  speeding  from  the 
city.  Hopkins  ignored  the  advice  of  Mahoney,  who  was 
in  the  car  with  him  along  with  Inspectors  Robert  Henderson 
and  Samuel  Journeay.  The  car  sped  by  nd  it  proved  to  be 
a  big  blue  car  loaded  with  booze  en  route  to  a  storage  place 


...^ 


car  to  stop.     Consequently  th*..!^!^  ''^'"P*^'  the  oncominir 
fied  as  one  of  Cogger's  sSedh^*'*'"'^  ."'"  ^^'c^  was  idS 
rolet  the  inspector  we  J^n    ''^  ""Molested.     As  the  Che  v. 
teen  „nes  an^hour  compared  t°o'?n  ".°'  "*^b*  more  than  fif 
other  two  cars  the  pros^pJcts  ofth/rl  ^^""bouts  of  the 
the    bootleggers'    cJh   cTn    bi.    r^ln*!  ^^/""'"'^t  overhauling 
remained  at  the  wheM  a„^     f    readily    foreseen.       HonWinf 
Fathom   Hole    wheie  «   S"*  ^*°PP^^  ^^e  car  near  the  fe 
nothing  found.  ^"'  *   ^"'•"   ^"  "arched   and   of  course 

Charles  Kerr  nf  «♦    t^l 
district   for  about   eU?  mo'!:?fL*"  ''!.^P*=*=*°'  '"  the  St.  John 
Robert  McAinsh  and  J    T  M?rr  Tt  ^*«   «»   assoc  ate   of 

ot  John  one  night    AU  LiJl       ./^^^^'   were     n   a    hou^^   ;« 

son  became  pifJed  bica  se  KerV°  ^^^*=  ^^^"  drunk     ofck? 
fections"  of  a  femal*.  an  '^     ^err  supplanted  him  in  the  "fJ 

he  later  execu'tednTi  as'ke^d  Ker  Mo'Jet  f  ^  ^f^"    ^^^^'a  pl^'n' 
This   Kerr  did   and  after  par^akiSor.l  ^°"^*^  °^  ^bi 

h^.  «/"'*  *"**   McAinsh,   DicSson    «^1  ^?^^  contents  along 
his  person  and  the  followint^  Hal  «    fecreted  the    bottle   on 

fmm  rlTi'''«  whisker  ffom^a  ^Veldnr*'  ^-  u^^"""*^  «»^«"s" 
from  Ch.ef  Inspector  V.^,3on°^\  ;?et%S7r!,m^  a%T;! 

months  he"demanrfii  r'*'-  *'**   dismissal   of   Kerr      F^-     • 
true  to  hil  ideT'o'pr'o^SinTt^^"-     ^"'  Wilson "J/oved 
f«/j  .**^*  *^^."«*'«  Powers  wUh'^Ay.°"tes  ^^  »"  cost.  a^S 
fused  to  consider  aninvestiMtinn      a^  J*®  .^*«  invested  re- 
Plea  for  an  inquiry.    There  ^^*1°",,  ^^^  .*hat  ended  Kerr*s 
Amsh  and  Merryfield   were  LnS  ^°"^*  *hat  Kerr  and  Mc- 
Kerr  was  not  as  deep  Tnth.V^A''  «^^°^«  «"  through    but 
two  other  worthies  and  consefSentl^l"^  °^  Wilso^as  The 
of  luck.    In  other  words  K?rr  h^5"*^^*  ^  ^*«  decidedly  out 
Wilson  consider  him  a  menace     uT  ^^^  '^"^"Sh  to^have 
son  was  sent  to  get  him  an rf  !;.♦!•  ^*'*."*«^  as  though  DickT 
although  professing  s  Sn.  ^rSiii"?"  '"  ^**^P  an<»  McS 
was  one  of  the  arch  enemfesof  "^:;!;P  *"^  '^^^Jty  to  Kerr.* 


* 


Djckison  and  Merry  field  jumped  on  a  man  one  night  at 
the  Bathurst  station  and  brutally  assaulted  the  unfortunate 
man  who  was  drunk  and  unable  to  defend  himself  properly. 
The  man  was  carrying  a  bottle  and  this  was  the  objective  of 
Merryfield  and  Dickison.  Their  chief  duty  was  to  arrest 
the  drinkers  and  leave  the  sellers  alone. 

Bearing  a  tainted  repute  himself  Dicikson  was  the  type 
of  man  Wilson  surrounded  himself  with  the  in  the  "en- 
forcement" of  the  prohibitory  law.  McAinsh,  Kerr,  Merry- 
held  and  Dickison,  a  comely  quartette.  Unfortunately  for 
Kerr  he  did  not  know  as  much  as  McAinsh,  Merryfield  and 
Uickison,  or  he  would  have  been  able  to  commit  murder  and 
still  be  retained  m  the  service  of  the  prohibitory  chief  in- 
spector. Oh,  prohibition,  what  sins  are  comfhitted  in  thy 
name.  Just  think  it  over.  Men  of  the  type  of  McAinsh. 
Kerr,  Merryfield  and  Dickison  as  prohibition  inspectors, 
wnereas  they  would  be  really  well  equipped  as  testers  in  a 
distillery,  or  employes  in  a  fruit  tree  orchard,  where  graft- 
ing IS  an  accomplishment  and  recognized  as  such  in  the 
ught  of  the  sun. 

As  for  former  Inspector  Robert  McAinsh,  it  is  reported 
the  citiz-ns  of  Woodstock  will  present  him  with  a  brick 
house— a  brick  at  a  time  and  in  showers.  This  brick  shower 
IS  scheduled  for  whenever  McAinsh  chooses  to  reappear  at 
Woodstock  and  announce  the  date  of  his  proposed  visit 
hyidently  the  people  of  Woodstock  appreciate  the  sleuthic 
talents  of  McAinsh  and  his  remarkable  powers  of  deduction 
\-v.  "^'?ck  Holmes.  McAinsh  with  wonderful  forensic 
ability  noticed  a  bulge  in  Harley  Hannah's  pocket  and  due 
out  a  timepiece  Hannah  got  on  tick.  In  another  pockTt 
McAinsh  unearthed  soine  papers.  As  a  sleuth,  McAinsh 
the  stuf!      P^*^*^***®**  w*»s*s  '"  Labrador.    He  is  now  peddling 

It  must    not    be.  considered  that  McAinsh  and  Me- -field 
were  the  only  inspectors  seeking  the  money.     But  -       will ' 
state  right  here  McAinsh  was  the  big  scream  in  the       jney 

;!!f  /;5  Ih  *"  u  f "  *^*^  ? «P.«^t°«-  He  has  enough  now  to  rest 
on  for  the  balance  of  his  life  and  maintain  his  family  in 
comfort  on  the  interest  well  invested. 

In  the  meanwhile  it  -s  recommended  that  McAinsh 
bring  his  family  back  from  Scotland  and  install  Them  in 
Woodstock    New    Brunswick.      He    might    be   able    to   dis- 

?  T«h«^'^^  °^  ^"^'^'^  ^.^Vy  '"  th«  little  town  on  the 
St.  John  river.     Or  he   might   be  appointed   town  damager. 


•ng  as  a  booze  hound  in  S?inh„  "^"i  '?'*"*^«'  while  act" 
Brunswick  in  his  frejuint  ora?s  in^n^K^**^^^"*  '«  New 
of  the  province.  ^^^^^^   '"*<>   the  central  section 

Watch  for  the  next  book. 


